
Wasps are serious pests and are known to sting 
when disturbed or trapped, which for people 
who are allergic to stings can cause potentially 

fatal anaphylactic shock. 

Wasp venom contains a cocktail of toxins, some 
of which can cause Kounis syndrome, where the 
blood vessels are constricted leading to a heart 
attack. Stings in the throat when picnicking or 
dining outside can lead to asphyxiation.

Wasps release an alarm pheromone when 
stinging you, so if you are near the nest, swarms 
of wasps will react to the pheromone and can 
also attack you. Hornets are less likely to sting 
you, but if they do then it’s a more serious sting 
due to their size.

Problems They Cause

Although similar in size to honey bees, wasps are 
distinctive by their bright yellow and black 
banding; bees are more hairy and duller in 
appearance. 

• Wasps will build a new nest each year and 
depending on weather, the nest can be found 
in late spring / early summer. By their peak 
around the end of July, there are many 
thousands in a nest. 

• The major difference between wasps and 

hornets is size and colour. Hornets are much 
larger and have a more brown colouration. 
Hornets are more of a woodland insect, 
whereas wasps are found in both woodland 
and in urban areas. 

• Bees are beneficial to humans because they 
pollinate plants, whereas wasps and hornets 
help out by eating other insects such as 
caterpillars and flies. Bees are an important 
contributor to the pollination of flowers and 
crops, and there are restrictions on what can 
be done to treat bees that are inconveniently 
located or present a health risk to members 
of the public.

• Do not leave food sources out and clear 
any spillages immediately.

• If you approach a wasp nest ensure you 
are wearing protective clothing.

• Don’t try to treat wasps nests yourself, call 
Vergo and a trained technician will be able 
to safely treat it the nest.

Commercial Control Methods

Pest Biology

What you can do to help

• We will apply an insecticidal spray/dust directly 
to the nest or nest entrance. The insect will 
collect the insecticide on their body and 
transfer to the inside of the nest and feed the 
young. 

• During the 24 hour period after treatment all 
adult wasps will have been controlled with the 
nest becoming dormant after approximately 
48hrs. Generally the nest is not removed but 
remains redundant as it will not be reused the 
following year.

• Where possible our technicians will treat wasp 
nests from the ground, using extendable poles 
that enable them to deploy the insecticide into 
the nest. Working at height may need the use 
of mobile access equipment to ensure that we 
can safely treat the nest
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